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all Social Democracy, and to assist the extreme Right to
victory.
The extracts from Franz von Papen's articles in Der Ring
which are given below prove, however, not only the short-
sightedness of this amateur politician, but also the fact that
he is ever changing front to order. For in his early articles
he was still harking back to his religious grounding, and
favouring a Christian revival for the German nation. Even
in his first speeches we shall encounter this. Shortly after-
wards we find the nationalistic solution cropping up in place
of religion, and finally he joins with National Socialism
against^the Church, which at the outset he had so enthusias-
tically championed.
Paperfs Articles in 'Der Ring*
On the 6th October 1929 Papen published in Der Ring a
longish essay, the gist of which is contained in the following
extracts :
* The inner rebirth of Germany, and that is the basis
of its outward liberation, can only succeed by way of a
Christian regeneration. A " Right " opposition composed
of forces like the " Nationalists", who in their fanatical
attitude towards Rome show no sort of understanding of
the Christian principles on which rests the relation of
Catholic Germany to its state, can never be a conservative
opposition/
This was written at the end of 1929, five months before
Bruning came to power. Thus at this period Papen saw
the Church as the aim, the Nationalists as the destroyers.
In June 1930, three months after Briining's appointment,
Papen already showed his first change of front. He wrote
in Der Ring that the Zentrum had introduced Social Demo-
cracy into the Government, and it must now do the same
with the radical Right.
On the 4th October 1931 Papen made a great speech
at the general meeting of the local Agricultural Society
at Diilmen, near Mtinster in Westphalia, which reveals
his true sentiments quite clearly. He demanded a Right